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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY SESSION 


The Regular Program of discussion and criticism for professionally- 
minded writers in the novel, short story, article, biography and 
history, and verse. Lectures on technique, classroom sessions and 
individual interviews for criticism of manuscripts, conducted by an 
experienced staff of writers, book and magazine editors, and teachers. 

A Special Anniversary Program of evening lectures by distinguished 
visitors, to discuss the responsibilities and opportunities of the 
writer in the large context of the present world and its problems. 


Staff and Lecturers 


The staff and anniversary lecturers will include the following, 
with others to be announced: 
Rosert Frost, poet. Among the many honors Mr. Frost's Collected 
Poems have received this year is the Limited Editions award for 
the book most likely to achieve permanence. 


CATHERINE Drinker Bowen, biographer. Author of John Adams and 
the American Revolution (Book of the Month Club choice for 
summer or fall, 1950), Yankee from Olympus, Friends and Fiddlers, 
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FLETCHER Prarr, article and fiction writer, military historian, 
biographer, columnist, etc. 


Wırııam SLoANE, publisher and novelist. President, William Sloane 
Associates. 


Mark Saxton, editor and novelist. Associate Editor, Whittlesey 
House. 


Jonn Mason Brown, dramatic critic for the Saturday Review of 
Literature. Conductor, C. B. S. program “Of Men and Books.” 
Author of Letters from Greenroom Ghosts, Two on the Aisle, To All 
Hands, etc. 


Berry Finnin, fiction editor, Woman’s Day Magazine. 


Joun Crarpr, poet. Author of Live Another Day, etc. Poetry editor 
of Twayne publishing house. 


NANNINE Josera, literary agent. 

Jony T. Fiscner, writer and contributing editor of Harper’s. 
WiLLiam Raney, editorial staff, Rinehart & Co. 

Ricuarp WILBUR, poet, author of The Beautiful Changes. 
JosePHINE Saxton, editorial staff, Rinehart & Co. 


Max Wyte, former Director of C. B. S. Script Division, author 
of Radio and Television Writing, Hindu Heaven (novel), “The 
Greatest of These” (play), etc. 


LincoLn Barnett, author of The Universe and Dr. Einstein; con- 
tributor to Life, Ladies Home Journal, etc. Interpreter of modern 
science to laymen. 


Bargara Rex, fiction and article writer and editorial adviser to 
well known authors. 


Director of the Conference: 
Turopore Morrison, author of The Devious Way, The Portable 
Chaucer, etc. 


Assistant Director: 
Rıcnarn L. Brown, English Department, Middlebury College. 


The History of Bread Loaf 


Bread Loaf Inn was opened as a hotel in the 1860’s by Joseph 
Battell, who wrote books, bred Morgan horses and kept the Morgan 
stallion register, and believed in the preservation of forests. He 
acquired over thirty thousand acres of forest lands, and left this 
property, with the Inn, to Middlebury College as his residuary 
legatee. Most of the forest is now national park; the Inn is no longer 
a public hotel, but the living quarters of two of the Middlebury 
College Summer Schools, the Bread Loaf School of English in the 
early summer and the Writers’ Conference during the last two weeks 
of August. The Conference is fortunate in its setting. The Inn and 
cottages, in the midst of the Green Mountains with their stands of 
spruce and hardwoods, form a self-contained community favorable 
both to enjoyment of the country and ready association between 
staff and membership. 

The Conference began in 1926 under the direction of John Farrar, 
who was succeeded in 1929 by Robert M. Gay. Theodore Morrison 
has been Director since 1932. Bread Loaf is the oldest Writers’ 
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The Staff, 1949 
Standing: Bernard DeVoto, William Sloane, A. B. Guthrie, Jr., Richard L. Brown, John Ciardi, William Raney, Frank 


Campbell 
In chairs: Edith Mirrielees, Mrs. Sloane, Robert Frost, Catherine Drinker Bowen, Helen Everitt, Theodore Morrison 


On ground: Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. Pratt, Fletcher Pratt, Mrs. Ciardi 





Conference, and has served as the model and stimulus for many 
others. The plan owes its origin to Mr. Farrar, then editor of the 
Bookman. lt was his conviction that many writers, especially young 
writers, are at a loss for criticism and advice that shall be at once 
honest and friendly. To meet the needs of men and women seeking 
such advice, Mr. Farrar founded the Writers’ Conference and 
directed its first three sessions. Its usefulness proved such that it 
rapidly became an established institution. Another major force in 
creating and sustaming Bread Loaf, has been Robert Frost, who 
has been with the Conference from the beginning and continues to 
extend its dimension of height and depth today. From its naturally 
small beginning in 1926, the Conference has grown until 1t has be- 
come necessary to set a limit to its total membership so that the 
staff can continue to deal personally and individually with writers 
who submit manuscript. Perhaps the most tangible evidence of its 
increasing usefulness has been the extent to which, in recent years, 
publishers, visiting writers, members of the Conference itself, and 
members of the staff have offered fellowships to Bread Loaf, be- 
lieving that it has something to contribute to the writing of the 
future. 


Special Anniversary Announcement to 
Former Members 


In celebration of the twenty-fifth annual session, the Conference 
will be glad to arrange an “at-cost” Reunion Week-end, from 
Friday evening, August 25, through Monday morning, August 28, 
for as many former members, Contributors or Auditors, as we can 
reasonably house. Birch Cottage will be reserved for quarters, at a 
flat charge of $10 per person for room accommodations for the weck 
end. Meals will be at the usual guest rates; charges will be made 
only for those meals taken at the Bread Loaf dining room. No charge 
will be made for attendance at Conference lectures and meetings, 
day or evening. 

The Conference can only offer the arrangements outlined above 
to Contributors and Auditors regularly enrolled as full-time mem- 
bers during any session preceding the current year. No other part- 
time attendance arrangements can be allowed. Since quarters for 
reunion guests will be limited, only double accommodations will be 
available. 














Robert Frost at his farm near Bread Loaf 


In accepting 5 applications for reunion week-end, the Conference 
will give preference up to July ro to Contributors who were enrolled 
during any session from 1940 through 1949. Applications will be 
accepted in the order received. Any one may apply at any time, 
however, and if by July ro available accommodations remain, appli- 

cations will be accepted in the order in which they were received 
from either Contributors or Auditors who have attended any previous 
session of the Conference. The fee for the room will be payable in 
advance, when called for. In case of cancellation the fee cannot be 
refunded for any reason. 


Address all applications for the reunion week-end to Office of the 
Summer Schools, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. Do not 
address applications to any individual person. 








Life at Bread Loaf 


The Writers” Conference is one of the Middlebury College sum- 
mer schools.* 

Plan of the Day Morning sessions of the Conference begin at 9:00 
or 9:30 and continue, with brief interludes, until shortly before 
lunch. A session after lunch is customary on weekdays except Sat- 
urdays. An evening lecture or entertainment is customary every day 
except Sundays, w hich are left free. During the first week, morning 
and afternoon sessions are largely dev oted to talks by staff mem- 
bers on the technique of the main forms of writing. During the sec- 
ond week, sessions are for the most part discussions of manuscripts 
submitted by contributing members. Individual interviews for 
criticism are mainly concentrated during the second week. “The 
Conference aims at a balance between work and time for recreation 
and for making acquaintance both with people and with the country. 
All attendance at sessions is, of course, purely voluntary. T he 
schedule is so arranged that members can attend all of the extensive 
discussion program if they wish. 

Meals A schedule for breakfast, lunch, and dinner will be an- 
nounced. It is necessary to the operation of a school dining room 
that members should not expect to be served except during an- 
nounced hours. Late breakfast and afternoon and evening snacks may 
be obtained for a small charge at the Conference club room. 

Services Bread Loaf has a summer post office. Members of the 
Conference should instruct correspondents to address them at Bread 
Loaf, Vermont. Taxi service is maintained to Middlebury, twelve 
miles away, where drugstores, banks, etc., are available. 

Clothes and Climate "The Conference session usually includes both 


For the person who wants to write and has some aptitude and 
maybe for the person who wants to and hasn't any, Bread 
Loaf is the place. The first will find great assistance and 
stimulation there; the second will aom a better reader, at 


least. Both will remember the experience. 
—A. B. Guthrie, Jr., author 
of The Big Sky and The Way West 





*F aan Spanish, Italian, and Russian Schools and Music Conference at Middlebury 
German School at Bristol, Vermont; School of English and Writers’ Conference at 


Bread Loaf. 





























warm, and cool to sharp weather. Members should come prepared for 
both. Informal dress is always appropriate, but dinner dresses are 
also appropriate on some occasions for those who wish to bring them. 

Recreation Tennis, lawn games, and walks in the woods and 
mountains are available at or immediately about Bread Loaf. Horse- 
back riding can usually be arranged for. Swimming in streams or at 
Lake Dunmore is at reasonable driving distance. 

Note It will be appreciated if members do not bring radios. Dogs 
are not allowed in the dormitories. An outdoor parking space for 
automobiles is provided free of charge by the School. 


Admission 
GENERAL POLICY 

During recent summers, the Conference has received many more 
applications than it could accept. All those who wish to attend are 
therefore urged to apply as early as possible. Both Contributors and 
Auditors (see below) are subject to selection. Contributors are 
judged by examples of their work submitted at the time of application. 
Auditors are judged by evidence of serious literary interest, such as 
published work or active interest in writing or teaching. 

Applications will be accepted only from people who intend to be 
present for the whole session. No reduction of rates is offered for 
part-time attendance. 

The restrictions of space at Bread Loaf, both in classrooms and 
living-quarters, make it impossible to accommodate friends or rela- 
tives of members. Attendance can be permitted only to regularly 
enrolled members. 


CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Contributors 

Those who wish to bring manuscripts to Bread Loaf for criticism 
by the staff should apply for admission as Contributors. 

Contributors are asked to submit examples of their work, pub- 
lished or unpublished, at the time of application. The object of asking 
for these examples 15 to provide as far as possible that contributing 
members of the Conference shall be likely to profit by the criticism 
of the staff. Those who do not seem likely to profit by staff criticism 
will be advised not to enroll as Contributors. 

Admission as a Contributor should in no sense be taken as an 
indication of the sort of criticism which the applicant should expect 
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from the staff members after reaching Bread Loaf; nor should it be 
taken as a judgment on'the merits or promise of the work submitted. 
It represents only the careful but not infallible opinion of a pre- 
liminary manuscript reader that the applicant may reasonably expect 
to pr ofit as a writer by the instruction, criticism, and associations of 
Bread Loaf. 

No criticism of any manuscript will be given before the Conference 
begins. 

Contributors should bring manuscripts in their hand luggage so that 
they may be submitted to the Director on registration day. 

2. Auditors 

Those who do not wish to submit manuscripts should apply for 
admission as Auditors, giving any relevant evidence of active literary 
interests. 

Auditors may attend all lectures, and participate in all discussions, 
“clinics” and other general meetings of the Conference. They may 
not submit manuscripts for staff criticism; otherwise their privileges 
are in no way different from those of Contributors. 





Robeson Bailey, Robert Bordner, Bernard DeVoto, William Sloane, Mark Saxton 
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The Fellows, 1949 


Standing: Richard Spong, Robert Mende 
In chairs: Major Andrew Geer, USMC, Fra Bell Thompson, Lieut. Arnold Lott, USN, Firman Houghton, Sylvia Shirley 


On ground: Lucy Herndon Crockett, Caroline Ivev 





APPLICATIONS AND RESERVATIONS 


Application blanks, bulletins, and general information about 
ths € 'onference may be secured from the central office of the Sec- 
retary of the Summer Schools, Middlebury College, Middlebury, 
Vermont. 


2. Fill out your application blank and send it to Richard L. 
Brown, Assistant Director in charge of admissions, Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. 


3. If you desire admission as a Contributor, forward to Mr. 
Brown examples of your published or unpublished work at the same 
time that you return your application blank. As much material may 
be submitted as you feel is necessary to represent fairly the range 
and quality of your work. 

All manuscripts must be clearly typewritten, and w ill be returned 
only if accompanied by full postage or clear directions for return by 
express collect. A full and clear address should be written on all 
manuscripts as well as on all letters. Some time may pass before 
manuscripts can be returned, and it will therefore be an advantage 
to keep copies. The Conference assumes no responsibility for manu- 
scripts lost in the mails or otherwise. All possible care will be taken 
to prevent such loss. 


4. If you desire admission as an Auditor, return your application, 
without manuscript, to Richard L. Brown. Take care to indicate that 
you wish admission as an Auditor. 


VETERANS 


Veterans attending the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference may take 
advantage of the educational benefits of the G. I. Bill of Rights. 
The cost of tuition will be paid directly by the Government; room 
and board charges will be paid by the veteran. The procedure by 

which a veteran may apply his educational benefits to the cost of the 
bar may require considerable time. Veterans who wish to enroll 
are therefore urged to make early application to the Conference and to 
apply immediately for the necessary Certificate of Eligibility from their 
local Veterans Administration Agency. They should make absolutely sure 
that the Certificate states clearly that it was issued for use at the Middle- 
bury College Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference. This certificate must be 
presented to the Treasurer on registration day if the student expects 











to have the cost of his tuition paid by the Government; otherwise. 
he should come prepared to pay his own tuition bill. 


FEES 
For Contributors 
The charges for Contributors, including board, room, and tuition 
for the entire term, are from $140 to $195, depending on the kind of 
room desired or available. 


For Auditors 
The corresponding charges for Auditors are from $115 to $170. 


3. A nonrefundable registration fee of $15 will be called for by 
the Secretary of the Summer Schools at the time the applicant is 
notified that he has been accepted for membership. Rooms will be 
assigned only to those whose applications have been accepted and 
who have paid the registration fee. This fee will be credited against 
the applicant's total charges. 


Make all checks payable to Middlebury College. 


Duly accepted members who have paid the registration fee will 
he considered, after arriving at Bread Loaf, to have contracted for 
board and tuition, and will be required to abide by this arrangement. 
The Conference, however, reserves the right to request ane with- 
drawal of any member. 


Fellowships 


The Conference offers a limited number of fellowships, paying all 
regular charges at Bread Loaf, but not travelling expenses. A com- 
mittee of the Conference staff awards the fellowships, guided by the 
following policies: 

1. Personal applications are not accepted. 


To be considered for a fellowship, each candidate must be 
nominated by a magazine editor, publisher, literary agent, well-known 
writer, or college teacher. Nomination may be made informally in a 
letter to the Director, addressed to Warren House, Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. 


3 Tangible achievement, such as published books or contributions 
? 5 x ; ; : 
to magazines, or plays or scripts produced, will be important evidence 
on a candidate’s behalf. But it is also our purpose to discover when 
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Fletcher Pratt, Theodore Morrison, John Ciardi 


possible writers who may be expected to succeed professionally, but 
whose work is still in manuscript. 


4. All nominations for 1949 should be in the Director’s hands by 
May 15. 


The Conference fellowship system began in 1934. A partial list 
of our fellows, with the firms or individuals that nominated them, 
includes: James Still (Viking Press); Robert Francis (Macmillan); 
Eudora Welty (Katherine Anne Porter); Carson McCullers (Hough- 
ton Mifflin); Dilys Bennett Laing (Duell, Sloan, and Pearce); A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr. (Atlantic Monthly) ; Esther Carlson (Paul Reynolds and 
Richard Wright); David Davidson (Random House); Henry 
Hornsby (William Sloane Associates); Robert Mende (Rinehart) ; 
Major Andrew C. Geer, USMC, and Lieutenant Arnold S. Lott, 
USN (U. S. Navy fellows); Sylvia J. Shirley (Harper s); Era Bell 
Thompson (Negro Digest). 
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Mrs. and Mr. Morrison 


Dates 


The Conference begins with the noon meal on Wednesday, 
August 16. Registration will take place Wednesday afternoon, and 
the first formal meeting will be that evening. 

Wednesday, August 30, is the last day of scheduled work. For 
those who cannot conveniently leave Wednesday night, breakfast 
and luncheon will be served on Thursday, August 31. For students 
arriving and leaving by train or bus, transportation will be available 
for the trip between Bread Loaf and Middlebury. A reasonable charge 
will be made for this trip. Baggage which arrives on or before August 
16 will be transported free of charge from Middlebury to Bread Loaf. 

Members traveling by train or bus should buy tickets for Middle- 
bury, Vermont. 











Sesquicentennial Year 


Middlebury College celebrates the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of its found- 
ing in the fall of 1950. The special exercises will include an Educational Sym- 
posium on Friday evening, September 29, with President Charles Seymour of 
Yale University as moderator. This will be followed on Saturday morning by 
the 150th Anniversary Convocation, when honorary degrees will be conferred 
on a number of distinguished guests. 

Middlebury College was indigenous, a product of 19th century democracy, 
financed from the thin purses of local citizens. A miller, two lawyers, a doctor, 
and a President of Yale University conceived the first plan for Middlebury Col- 
lege on the night of September 30, 1798. The miller was Gamaliel Painter, whose 
name the oldest college building in Vermont still bears; the lawyers, Seth Storrs, 
donor of the campus of the men’s college, and Samuel Miller who entertained the 
group at this original meeting; the doctor, Darius Matthews; and the Yale 
President, the great Timothy Dwight. 

Some thirty log cabins and frame houses, surrounded by wilderness, com- 
prised the settlement at Middlebury in 179 8. No road had yet been built to the 
pioneer village. The State of Vermont as a part of the Union was only seven 
years old and its Legislature still roved from town to town for its annual meeting. 
A church had not even been constructed. Still the establishment of a college, as 
well as a grammar school, seemed imperative to these immigrants from Con- 
necticut. 

It took two years to persuade the Legislature that the request for founding a 
college in this wilderness should be honored. A charter was finally granted on 
November 1, 1800, and Jeremiah Atwater, a Yale graduate, was appointed 
President. Seven students were admitted the following day and Middlebury was 
under way. President Atwater and one tutor comprised the entire administrative 
and teaching staff. Under them the first student was graduated in August, 1802. 

Greek and Latin were the core of the curriculum in those early years. Mathe- 
matics, history, geography, natural philosophy, astronomy, rhetoric, law, logic, 
metaphysics, and ethics rounded out a four-year program. It 1s worth noting, 
however, that a professorship of languages was established in 1810; German, 
French, and Hebrew were taught in the following decade; and the college en- 
couraged a John B. Meilleur to open a private French School in the village in 
1822—long before most American colleges considered the modern languages 
worthy of inclusion in the curriculum. 





